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column but are intluded under Court-epic, Prose re Champu a$ the case may be and are marked with the letter (H).
Owing to some practical difficulties in printing, it has not been possible to use diacritical marks for Sanskrit words in Roman script, and the Sanskrit verses cited in the course of the book are given in a separate index in the end.
I wish to mention here with gratitude that, in the preparation of this work, I have been considerably benefitted by my careful study of the works on the History of Sanskrit literature written by earlier authors, especially A. A. Macdonell, A.B.Keith, Winternitz, Dr. M. Krishnamacharya, Dr.P.S. Subramanya Sastriar and Dr. V. Varadachariaf.
This edition is essentially a reprint of the revised edition of 1963 but for some significant verbal changes and some occasional rearrangement of the topics on a more logical basis. The Ramayana, fbt instance is dealt with earlier than the Mahabharata and the Itihasas and Puranas are brought under the same chapter entitled "Epics 'V ...
Suggestions from friendly critics for the improvement of the book in future editions will be received with due respect and gratitude.
KUMBAKONAM,
V. Gopala lyengar.